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Waushara County Watershed Lakes Council 
P.O. Box 634 

Wautoma, Wisconsin 54982 

 
Minutes 

February 18, 2017 
 

 

Gary Wisbrocker, Pres. E 

1125 South Radley Rd. 

Waupaca, WI  54981 

715-258-0790 

gwisbrocker@gmail.com 

Dan Trudell, V. Pres. 

W10708 S. Huron Rd 

Plainfield, Wi 54966 

608-852-5269 

dant@peakperform.net 

Bill Van Dongen, Treas. 

N 1628 S. White River Rd. 

Wautoma, WI  54982 

920-787-0956 

bcvandwo@gmail.com 

Francie Rowe, Sec. W 

13475 Czech Lane 

Coloma, WI  54930 

608-345-5250 

frowe@edgewood.edu 

 

 

The WCWLC meeting was called to order at 10:00 by Dan Trudell. The meeting opened with the 

Pledge of Allegiance. Eighteen individuals were in attendance representing 11 lakes and flowages. 

Also present were: Everett Eckstein representing the Waushara County Board; Patrick Nehring 

representing the UW-Extension; Chris Hamerla representing Golden Sands RC&D; and Senator 

Patrick Testin Wisconsin Assembly. 

 
Dan asked WCWLC Board Members to introduce themselves. 

 
Public Comments 

 
There were no public comments. 

 

Agenda, Minutes, Treasure’s Report 
 

The following changes to the agenda were made: 

Item #1 was removed as Ted Johnson, DNR was not present/rescheduled 

Senator Patrick Testin and Chris Hamerla - Golden Sands RC&D remained as New Business #1 
 

Paul Zimmer moved the agenda be accepted as modified. Marty Wilke seconded Paul’s motion, it was 

unanimously approved. 

Arnie Wilke moved, Mike Geier seconded that the November minutes be approved as written. The motion 

passed. 

 
Treasurer – Bill Van Dongen 

 

Bill Van Dongen presented the treasurer’s report. Bill noted that 28 lakes and flowages have paid their 

2017 membership dues. Three lakes have paid their 2018 dues and one has paid through 2019.   Account 

balances reported as of Jan 1, 2017 are: 
 
 

Total Useable Funds Available: $  1,877.66 

Total Environmental Education Funds $  9,771.13 

Savings, including Environmental Education $  2,012.66 
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Old Business 

None 

 

New Business 

Senator Patrick Testin, 24th District 

Senator Patrick Testin introduced himself to the group sharing his background. He noted his Senate committee 
assignments: 

• Committee on Agriculture, Small Business and Tourism 
• Committee on Economic Development, Commerce and Local Government 
• Committee on Judiciary and Public Safety (Vice-Chair) 
• Committee on Sporting Heritage, Mining and Forestry (Vice-Chair) 
• Committee on Workforce Development, Military Affairs and Senior Issues (Chair) 
• Joint Survey Committee on Retirement Systems (Co-Chair) 

He addressed the water issues faced by us all and noted: 

• Agriculture is an 81 trillion-dollar industry in Wisconsin 
• The Senate needs to make sure growers have the water they need. He also stated that he had concern for 

lakes and private wells. 
• Has not seen a new water bill 
• He is working with Rep. Scott Krug to get an optimization study done for the Central Sands. He hopes to 

get it into legislation and/or the Budget. 

Senator Testin noted that he hopes to bring all the stakeholders into the conversation and that the Sensitive 
Resource Areas that appeared last year will likely return in a new groundwater bill. 

Audience comments included: 

Is there in the current proposed budget a line for a Central Sand’s study? 

What is going on now is a continual call for research, these studies take time and allows for more wells to be 
installed while we wait.  We don’t have the time; the lakes don’t have time. 

Transfer, repair, replace by itself is not a problem, it becomes a problem because currently there is no periodic 
review.   We need periodic review in Wisconsin. 

We need better data on how much water the high capacity wells are pumping. Can real-time data collection  

and reporting on each high cap well be included in a bill? 

The WPVGA Fact Book has many misrepresentations; it is full of propaganda. 

Who is going to enforce our water withdrawal and pollution rules? DNR is not doing it now, why would they 
do it later. 

Can a groundwater management area become part of the discussion? 

 
Environmental Education Grant  Program 

Dan announced that one application has been received for the 2018 Environmental Education Gant.  The ad 

has been in the Argus for a couple of weeks. He encouraged all present to pass the word that the award is 

available. 

 
 

DNR Request 
 

No DNR representative was present; no requests were made. 
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AIS  Grant Program 

Chris Hamerla, Golden Sands RC & D, spoke to the aquatic invasive species work done by Golden Sands RC & 
D. He noted that for the past two years Golden Sands RC & D has had no financial support to help Waushara 
County. This year all 8 counties have been funded. He requested that anyone who would like monitoring, 
training, or help to contact Golden Sands RC & D so that they can help. 

He announced that Golden Sands RC & D is looking to hire three new employees: two summer part-time 
interns for Green Lake/Marquette and northern Portage Counties and a third position that will be fulltime. See 
the Golden Sands RC & D web page for details. http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/ 

He reported that Golden Sands RC & D is extending Clean Boats-Clean Waters to waterfowl hunters.   

Plainfield channel lakes AIS project.  DNR out of Wisconsin Rapids 

Bill Van Dongen requested Chris write up a piece that he can send out to the Waushara County lakes groups  

letting them know the services Golden Sands can offer. 

 

Land Conservation Request – Patrick Nehring 
 

Patrick reported that there are still three lake plans needing to be approved by DNR: Fish, Big Silver, and 

Long 

 

He distributed copies of Conservation Corner to bring all present up on the activities of the Waushara County 

Land  Conservation Department. 
 

Patrick noted that Conservation Field Days will be held at Lake Lucerne - May 4 & 5th this year. He is 

looking for donations and help.  Anyone interested in helping should contact Patrick or Ed Hernandez. 

 

UW-Extension – Patrick Nehring 
 

Patrick reported that this year the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership Convention will be held April 5-7th at Stevens 

Point. He also shared that Waushara County will be holding a Workshop to inform lake groups how to update 

their Lake Management Plan. He expects that he will have the workshop dates available during the May 

WCWLC meeting. He noted that a guide to update plans can be found on the Waushara County web site and 

that any changes made to plans should be communicated to the appropriate town and to the county. 

 

WCLWC Lake Group Report – Spring Lake 

Marty and Arnie Wilke presented lake group report on Spring Lake. Spring Lake is a 50-acre lake with a “no 

wake” regulation, a marl bottom, and 23 springs from which 1 million gallons of water a day flow into the lake. 

Spring Lake formed its lake district in 2001.  One third of the lake residents are year-round residents. 

 

Spring Lake’s 1st problem was Eurasian water milfoil (EWM). Initially the District treated 7.1 acres. EWM has 

continued to be challenge. Curly-leaf pond weed has also been found in the lake. Spring Lake residents currently 

use hand-pulling to manage their EWM population. Moving to hand-pulling has reduced chemical usage.  

Currently, Spring Lake residents are working on pulling reed canary grass; 

 

Building community around the lake has been a recent goal. To further that project, residents have been 

surveyed, a coffee hour and garden walks occur each year, an annual picnic is being planned, and further 

outreach efforts have been made. All have made a difference in engaging the community. Spring Lake uses 

Facebook for publicity and to keep in touch with homeowners. Residents have formed the Friends of Spring 

Lake to support the Lake District. 

http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/
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Vouchers 

Bill reported that all vouchers are paid to date. Paul Zimmer moved Bill be authorized to pay any new bills 
that arrive, Mike Geier seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 

 

Mike Geier moved the meeting be adjourned; Marty Wilke seconded the motion, it passed. The meeting 

was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francie Rowe, Secretary 

 

 

 

2017 WCWLC Meetings: 
 

May 13th 9:00 - WordPress examples (3), websites to show how WCWLC might set up a website to 

benefit members, community resource, possible use of Facebook by WCWLC. 

- Denis Sutton – will share Mt. Morris Lake Management District activities (part of the 

ongoing plan to have 1 lake group per meeting talk about their group; 

 
Aug 12th 9:00 - Ted Johnson – update on revised DNR grant applications 

  - Wes Klages/Karen Reynolds – Gilbert Lake Advancement Assoc. 

 

Nov 11th 10:00 -  

 
 

Possible Presentation topics: 

 
1. Grant opportunities 

2. Lake Management Plans – use and update 

3. Overview of Waushara County Lakes (condition and quality) 

4. Legislative Update on Water 

 

 

 
WCWLC Board Members 

 
Mel Heaney         (term 2016-19) Bill Van Dongen  (term 2015-18) 

Sandy Oemichen (term 2016-19) Gary Wisbrocker   (term 2014-17) 

Francie  Rowe      (term 2016-19) Marty Wilke          (term 2015-18) 

Dan Trudell          (term 2014-17) 


