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The November 10, 2018 WCWLC meeting was called to order at 10:03 am by Gary Wisbrocker.  The 

meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Twenty-three people were in attendance, including Mike 

Kapp and Mark Piechowski – Waushara Co. Board; Anna Cisar – Golden Sands RC&D; Todd Wahler – 

Waushara Co. Land Conservation & Zoning; and Patrick Nehring – Waushara Co. UW-Extension.  The 

WCWLC board members present introduced themselves: Gary Wisbrocker, Bill Van Dongen, Marty 

Wilke, Mel Heaney, Sandy Oemichen and Francie Rowe. 

 

Public Comments 

Mel Heaney reported that the We Really Care Fisheree for Winter 2018-19 is selling raffle tickets to raise 

money for their multi-lake fish habitat projects and anyone interested should talk with him after the 

meeting or contact We Really Care.  Mel also relayed that the Kids Don’t Float DNR grant-funded program 

(provides a free child-size life jacket station at a boat landing) has used up available funding, and he was 

told the DNR is not sure about future funding at this time.  Karen Reynolds reported that Gilbert Lake 

duplicated this program using their own donated funds and encouraged others to do the same. 

 

Richard De Lisle discussed current high-water levels for many local water bodies that are around the 

Wautoma area.  At this time, the Silver Lake Sanitary District/SLSD has agreed to come up with a possible 

plan to address the issue and has contracted with Stantec/an environmental engineering vendor to submit a 

report/study re: current water findings to present to the sanitary district for further review/discussions as 

they consider solutions.  Barb Bartel also noted that in 1987 when high-water levels were present, the 

SLSD initiated efforts to deal with problem, but due to lack of funding at the time, no further work was 

possible.  Bill Van Dongen asked that citizens be kept informed, particularly the White River Flowage 

District if plans included utilizing the White River as a path to divert excess waters (no specific plans have 

been determined since data is being collected before SLSD proceeds to next step in process).  Todd Wahler 

pointed out that over the years, while water levels have gone up and down, the trend shows steady increase 

in levels.  It was also reported that Irogami Lake’s water levels are now 9” above their weir. 

 

 

Agenda, Minutes, Treasurer’s Report 

Gary asked for a motion to accept the Agenda for the meeting to be accepted as written – Richard DeLisle 

so moved, and Karen Reynolds seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 

 

The August 11, 2018 Minutes were amended to read (page 1, 1st paragraph): 

 1) Twenty-five individuals were in attendance. 

 2) Ed Hernandez - Waushara Co. Land Conservation Dept.; Ted Johnson - Wisconsin DNR, 

 Patrick Nehring - UW-Ext.; and Mike Kapp - Waushara Co. Board were also in attendance.  

mailto:gwisbrocker@gmail.com
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Francie Rowe moved that the minutes as amended be accepted, Marty Wilke seconded the motion; the 

motion passed unanimously. 

  

Bill Van Dongen presented the Treasurer’s Report, noting that 18 water groups have paid their dues for the 

current FYAug18-Jul19.  Roger Volden asked Bill to confirm if Pearl Lake’s dues were received since 

group not included in list of paid membership groups to date. 

 

As of 10/21/18: 

 Total Useable Funds Available:     $   2,016.95 

 Total Environmental Education Funds     $ 10,158.75 

 Total Savings Account (including Environmental Ed Funds)  $   1,996.95 

 

Francie Rowe made a motion to pay the outstanding vouchers, Betty Martin seconded the motion; the 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Old Business 

Welcome Packets (DNR-funded grant) - Gary Wisbrocker gave an update on status of preparing the 

DNR-funded grant for 2019 to compile 400 new “Welcome Packets” consisting of pamphlets, information 

pertinent to new waterfront property owners in Waushara County (similar to the 2005 Welcome Packets 

funded by a previous DNR grant).  The grant application was completed by Ed Hernandez and Gary 

Wisbrocker and submitted to Ted Johnson/DNR for initial review before the formal submittal deadline of 

December 10, 2018.  A number of pamphlets (related to zoning, septic system, outdoor lighting, & county 

recycling program) in packet list were identified by DNR during review as not related to water quality 

(grant focus).  All of the materials are topics that a new waterfront property owner often asks about and/or 

explains their role in best management practices that impact the health of the water body and/or good 

neighbor practices at a time when new property owners are open to learning how to protect the water body 

they are now enjoying.  Todd Wahler offered to have a follow-up conversation with Ted Johnson, or 

consider a cover letter with formal grant application submittal to explain why those materials are part of the 

welcome packet.  The grants will be awarded February 2019, and if WCWLC is successful, the packets 

would be assembled in spring 2019/available at the May 2019 meeting for distribution.  Mel Heaney also 

noted there are 30 Welcome Packets left (2005 grant project). 

 

 

New Business 

Waushara County Tourism and Water - speaker Patrick Nehring, Community Agent/Professor for UW-

Extension Waushara Co., presented the current available data re: Waushara Co. Tourism – focusing on 

tourism’s economic impacts to our community related to water-based recreational activities.  Using the 

2017 Travel Wisconsin’s (WI Dept. of Tourism) figures released in March 2018, for Waushara County: 

 Direct Visitor Spending:   $73,800,000.00 (1.67% increase from 2016) 

 Total Business Sales:  $101,000,000.00 (2.06% increase from 2016) 

 Total Employment:               897 Jobs (0.17% increase from 2016) 

 State & Local Taxes:      $8,300,000.00 (0.98% increase from 2016) 

 

Data collected (2012 US Census, USDA) for 2,618 businesses in Waushara Co. showed a 17% positive 

impact from Tourism (lodging, restaurants, attractions, retail); Tourism also positively impacted 632 

private sector employers by 24%; and of the 5,892 private sector employment positions, 23% were 

attributed to Tourism.   

 

Patrick also noted the increase in Waushara County’s summer population (2012-2016 US Census American 

Community Survey; local campsite/lodging data) estimated in 2016 at 24,200 people, which increased to a 

peak during the summer to 46,500 people, with the highest concentration seen in Springwater, Mt. Morris, 
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Leon and Marion townships.  A map of Wisconsin profiled geographically where visitors to Waushara Co. 

come from – predominantly from Chicago, Milwaukee and Madison area counties, as well as central 

Wisconsin and Fox Valley counties (2010 UW-Oshkosh visitors study of Marquette, Green Lake & 

Waushara Co.).  Data from 2018 Waushara Co. Register of Deeds shows that Waushara Co. property 

owners’ primary zip codes are also located in the Chicago, Milwaukee and Madison area counties, with 

most from around Waushara Co. and its neighboring counties.  The UW-Oshkosh visitors study* also noted 

that local visitors were most drawn to lake/water activities, while non-local visitors were drawn to events, 

food/restaurants, family/friends, camping, vacation/summer get-away, before choice of lake/water-related 

activities (*survey was done at an event, so reasons may be a little unreliable for prioritizing choices).  

While in the 3-county area, non-local visitors chose lake/water activities as their second reason for visiting 

area (first being food & dining).  One tourism question showed the importance of providing campsite 

options - data showed non-local visitors that were camping stayed longer (52% stayed 4-7 days) versus the 

non-local visitors that were not camping (54% stayed 1 day).  Male and female visitors were evenly 

balanced, with majority in the 30-60 years of age range.  The majority of non-local visitors were repeat 

visitors, whose activities include attending events, food & dining, lake-related activities, shopping and 

fishing & hunting. 

 

Finally, Patrick listed issues that waterfront property owners should consider when renting their properties 

to visitors - zoning, private restrictions, septic system capacity, whether a health inspection is required, 

insurance coverage, sales & room taxes, and income tax revenues from their rental business. 

 

Waushara Co tourism information is also available at: 

 www.wausharatourism.com  

 www.facebook.com/WausharaCountyTourismBoard/  

 www.wausharachamber.com    

plus Waushara County Parks brochure and recreational map: 

 https://waushara.municipalcms.com/docview.aspx?docid=25257  

 https://waushara.municipalcms.com/docview.aspx?docid=14525  

 

The “Discover Wisconsin” television program will show a new Waushara Co. tourism video initially 

on 4/6/19 at 6:30 pm on WFRV/Channel 5 – Green Bay, WKOW/Channel 27 – Madison, and 

WAOW/Channel 9 – Wausau and possibly repeated again on 4/7/19.  Check local listings. 

 

Patrick’s presentation is posted at https://wcwlc.org/ on the Home page. 

 

Environmental Education Grant Program - Gary Wisbrocker explained that the Environmental 

Education Grant Program document that details the grant process is being revised and will be 

presented to the members at the February 9, 2019 meeting.  The primary changes advance the timeline 

of when the media advertising is placed offering the grant to Waushara Co. citizens/groups that have 

an environmental educational project, and subsequent advancement of the dates for deadline to submit 

an application, when the committee selects the recipient(s) of the grant for that year, and when the 

funds are made available to the recipient(s).  The goal is to increase awareness to schools, 

organizations, and individuals who would be interested in applying for the grant and to make the funds 

available earlier in the year for a project.  If approved by the members, the revised grant process will 

go into effect for the 2020 grant cycle. 

 

DNR Requests - No one from the DNR was present. 

 

AIS Grant Program - Anna Cisar, from Golden Sands RC&D, gave an update on the activities they 

provided to Waushara Co. water groups.  She mentioned that the AmeriCorps team that helped the 

White River Flowage with their flowering rush hand pulling helped to make the workdays successful.  

http://www.wausharatourism.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WausharaCountyTourismBoard/
http://www.wausharachamber.com/
https://waushara.municipalcms.com/docview.aspx?docid=25257
https://waushara.municipalcms.com/docview.aspx?docid=14525
https://wcwlc.org/
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Golden Sands RC&D is now asking water groups and individuals for letters of support including a 

financial pledge (money would not be requested until grant awarded in 2019, but helps them greatly to 

increase the “points” that are graded when the DNR reviews/awards the coming year’s grants).  

Deadline to submit letters of support to Golden Sands RC&D is 12/1/18.  Anna explained that the grant 

covers 2 full-time staff and 2 summer technicians to help with Waushara County AIS issues. 

 

Golden Sands RC&D also is asking for information from all the water/lake groups: 

 Has your lake group used a vendor in the last 5 years?  If so, please e-mail your lake group’s 

name and name of vendor to Anna Cisar/Golden Sands RC&D at anna.cisar@goldensandsrcd.org .  

  

Anna also offered Golden Sands RC&D consulting services to help lake groups update their Lake 

Management Plans (fee for service) so that a plan remains current. 

 

Land Conservation & Zoning -Todd Wahler reviewed and provided copies of the updated 2018 

Shoreland Zoning Codes (to comply with NR115/2017 state legislative rule changes).  These codes are 

also available online at: 

 https://wcwlc.org/ on the Home page and on the Records/Resources page 

 https://library.municode.com/wi/waushara_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_

CH58ZO and scroll down Chapter 58 Zoning codes to 58-901, 58-902, 58-903 

These codes cover restrictions on lot sizes, substandard lots, water setbacks, building elevation, 

boathouses, houseboats, obstructions of navigable waters, dumps/sanitary landfills, sawdust burning, 

dumping & disposal, livestock housing, removal of shore cover/viewing corridor, storage, 

filling/grading/ lagooning/dredging/ditching/excavating, land use permits, conditional use permits, 

permit conditions, impervious surfaces, mitigation plans, nonconforming structures, height limitations. 

 

Questions asked: 

- Will the Zoning Department send a follow-up letter if an inspection was pending on a shoreland 

zoning code issue and the property owner then wants to know the findings?  Todd answered that the 

staff will send a letter. 

- If a non-conforming structure has been maintained before the codes changed, and continues to be 

repaired/maintained, is this structure still allowed?  Todd stated that yes, as long as the structure is 

properly maintained, that structure is allowed in perpetuity, plus some expansion may be allowed. 

- How does the county control issues about the High-Water Mark/HWM as some waterfront property 

owners and groups are dealing with?  Todd noted that the Wisconsin governor has to order/issue a 

ruling in order for local measures to be set (“no wake” temporary rule, vegetation requirements, etc.) 

- If a variance is in place for an impervious surface what are the current requirements?  Todd replied 

that 85% has to be pervious, and if the HWM changes (e.g. - flooding), that could affect the variance 

permit’s previously approved conditions, and the property owner would need to apply for a new 

variance (permit is good for 1 year) if the needed variance will extend beyond the permitted time limit 

to then deal with the current findings. 

- Does the Zoning Department follow-up with vendors that violate zoning codes when providing 

services to a waterfront property owner (who may or may not be aware of the zoning codes)?  Do the 

vendors get trained/educational information about the zoning codes?  Todd noted that it is the vendor’s 

responsibility to know/comply with the zoning codes, and if a citizen is aware of a zoning violation 

and reports it, the Zoning Department will follow-up with the identified property owner and vendor. 

 

Please call the Zoning Department for any questions, clarifications – (920) 787-0453. 

 

Todd also noted that Manure Storage Zoning Codes/NR151 have been updated thru DATCP.   

He also reported that the Waushara Co. 3-year private well-water testing project is entering the second 

mailto:anna.cisar@goldensandsrcd.org
https://wcwlc.org/
https://library.municode.com/wi/waushara_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH58ZO
https://library.municode.com/wi/waushara_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH58ZO
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year and is preparing for next summer’s sampling in the middle townships of the county. 

 

UW-Extension - Patrick Nehring reminded the attendees that UW-Extension is continuing their 

“Lunch & Learn” Series of public programs dealing with a variety of topics of interest during the lunch 

hour (12noon-1pm) at the Waushara Co. Courthouse - Demonstration Room.  Upcoming topics are: 

November 28th - “Stress-less Holidays”; December 19th - “Celebrating Waushara County 

Communities-A Walk Down Memory Lane”.  To register - call UW-Ext. office (920) 787-0416 by 

each Monday before the program.  You can either bring your own lunch or order a $5 boxed lunch, 

payable at the class (prepared by Dept. of Aging).  Anyone is welcome. 

 

Witters Lake – Sandy Oemichen was not able to stay for the lake group talk (meeting ran long due to 

multiple discussions), and so this group’s information will be rescheduled for a 2019 meeting. 

 

Future Agenda Item Suggestions – Marty Wilke offered that Jeanne Scherer, DNR AIS Outreach 

Specialist has offered to speak to WCWLC on “Community Based Social Marketing” or how to 

develop strategies that can be used by lake/water groups to actively engage their members, neighbors, 

community in healthy lake management practices, volunteer efforts, independent AIS/plant 

monitoring, (i.e. activities that benefit their waterbody).   Members present today were interested in 

this speaker, so Jeanne will be invited to attend the February 9, 2019 meeting if possible. 

 

Another topic suggested was an update on the AIS present in Waushara Co and surrounding area.  

Gary Wisbrocker reported that Long Lake-Saxeville/Springwater has had zebra mussels appear again 

in their lake after successfully eliminating them from Long Lake several years ago.  

 

Richard De Lisle made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Arnie Wilke seconded the motion, the motion 

passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 12:36 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Marty Wilke, Secretary 

 

WCWLC 2018-2019 Meeting Dates: 

February 9, 2019 – 10:00 am – Jeanne Scherer, DNR AIS Outreach Specialist, topic; “Community-

based Social Marketing”; Huron Lake group talk – Dan Trudell 

May 11, 2019 – 9:00 am 

August 10, 2019 – 9:00 am (annual meeting) 

 

WCWLC Board Members/Terms: 

 Mel Heaney  (term 2016-19)  

 Sandy Oemichen (term 2016-19) 

 Francie Rowe  (term 2016-19) 

 Dan Trudell  (term 2017-20) 

 Bill Van Dongen (term 2018-21) 

 Marty Wilke  (term 2018-21) 

 Gary Wisbrocker (term 2017-20) 

   

 

 

  
 


